23 SEPT. '29]	THE CHILD MARRIAGE BILL	U9
Moulvi Mahomed Yakub, Member o! the Age of Consent Committee, supported Mr.
Shaft Daudi. He was in favour of the Bill so long as ifc did not affect any religion. But
tbe theologians whom he had consulted, were all against such legislation, and Mr.
Mahomed Alt was also opposed to it. He criticised the Government for departing from
its recognised policy of religious neutrality.
After alluding to the upheaval in Afghanistan, Moulvi Mahomed Yakab warned the
Government that there might be agitation amongst the Moslems in India if the Viceroy
gate his consent to such a piece of legislation.
Mr. T, Sberwani gave hia whole-hearted support to the BiiJ, and opposed Mr. Shaft
Daadi's amendment. He affirmed that Islam never sanctioned the evil of early marriage,
Proceeding, Mr. Sherwani quoted from the observations of Moulvi Mahomed Yakub con-
talced in the Age of Consent Committee's report, when the latter interjected : <£ Mr,
Sberwani is misquoting and misrepresenting me.' "
When Mr. Sherwani proceeded to quote some more extract?, the President atked
Moulvi Mahomed Yakub to occupy the chair»
There was much laughter as Mr. Sherwani continued to quote Moulvi Mahomed
Yakub, to which the latter, as he was in the chair, could not retort.
Mr. Sherwani referred to the laws obtaining in Egypt and Turkey which were also
Moslem countries, but where no child marriage was allowed.
The President resumed the chair when Mr. Sherwani was concluding his speech.
Mr. Ghuznavi pleaded that no case was made out for the inclusion of Mussalmans
in the Bill, and recalled that Mr. Shah Nawaz was a signatory to the Moslem member's
protest. The Sarda Bill interfered with tha personal law ot the Muslims. He reminded
the House that Shah Alam, while handing over the civil administration to the East India
Company, reserved the personal law of the Mussalmans.
Mr, Sadiq oppose! tbs amendment as tbe matter related to sociology and not to
religion. I! Bar. Daudi attached such importance to the Mouivis* Fafcwaa, why did he
enter tbe Councils despite their Falwa ?
Mr. Kabiruddin Ahmed, amidst applause, moved for closure of the debate, which was
carried by 63 against 23.
Thereafter, the amendment for excluding Mussalmans was put to vote.
The House rejected the amendment by 16 against 71* The 16 included orthodox
Moslem and Hindu votes. The House adjourned till 23.
On the 23BD SEPTEMBER the Indian Income-Tax Amendment BUI (Provident Fund
Belief) as reported by the Slices Committee was passed in th3 Assembly without
discussion.
Further consideration of Sarda's Bill was then taken up. Mr. Shesa lyengar moved an
amendment that the Act should come into force in April 1933, while Mr. Belvi in January
1932 and Mr. Kelkar in January 1932. All these amendments were lost.
Mr. Amar Nath Dutt then moved that the Act should come into force ou such date
as the local Governments with the approval of the majority of members in the local
Councils may decide. "When put to vote the President declared the amendment to be lost.
Mr. Dutt then wanted to move another amendment standing in his name that the
Act should not apply to the Hindus. Bat the President did not allow him to move it as
the House had already decided on the motion of Mr. Shesha lyengar that it should not
apply to Brahmins,
Then the second reading of Saida's Bill was passed as amended by the Select Com-
mittee without a comma being changed.
The  Child   Marriage  Bill   Passed.
Mr. Harbilas Sarda then rose to move that the Bill be passed. He said that the Bill
has raised tremendous enthusiasm in that country and it has the enthusiastic support even
from Madras and Bengal where it was said there was great opposition against it He
read wires received by the President of the Bengal Provincial Hindu Mahasabha according
fall support to the Bill and to a ladies* meeting in Bengal in favour of the Bill.
Syed Murtaea following registered his protest; against the manner in which the
Government bad helped to push the Bill through the House and speaking on behalf of the
group of elected members said that the Bill interfered with the injunctions of the Shariat
and, therefore, against the religion of Massalmans. He said that they would nob take any
further part in the discussion on the Bill, and walked out along with Maulvi Sbafi Daudi
Maulvi Badiuzaman, Abdul Latif Farooqhi, Md, Ismail Khan, Mr. A, H. Ghuznavi and
Muhammad Bafique. Among the Moslem members who remained in the House after the

